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 Dumping waste on land and in the sea was a tradition that used to take place up to 10,000 

years ago, when the future consequences of the environment, health, safety, and cost efficiency 

were not concerned, as they were obviously not yet known. This kind of waste management 

dumping is called landfilling, a process in which archeologists are still very interested in as the 

patterns can expose how people used to live. Landfilling involved ‘reclaiming’ land and to be used 

as fill to make more space, allowing greater urban development. Although the consequences have 

become clearer, landfilling is still used to deposit 50% of the world’s waste today. The remaining 

waste has been brought to improved landfills which have undergone extensive research for proper 

construction and operation to reduce and capture the gas that landfills contribute to global 

warming, methane. It is becoming increasingly popular, in developed countries, to use this waste 

to supply energy in major cities.  

The saying ‘money does not grow in trees can deem to be applicable in numerous 

situations. The saying typically applies to not having the money for something that is not a 

necessity. In recent years, however, there has been more of a push for investment in municipal 

solid waste management when it comes to building, pertains, and maintaining our waste in an 

effective way. The priority seems of low importance to city counsellors and most citizens, as their 

tax dollars are preferable elsewhere. Yet, when municipal solid waste managers are asked to 

provide such services to collect, process, recycle, and dispose of such materials, the money is just 

not there to do so in the time. and speed that the counsellors and citizens request. The 

environmental protection standards have only become more stringent, which is absolutely crucial, 

but making the disposition of waste only more difficult for MSW managers to stay within budget. 

To prevent these funds coming from citizen taxes, cities have implemented various techniques to 

supplement or replace these funds by imposing fees on waste generators, recycling programs that 

can reuse secondary materials for profit, sales of soil obtained from composted materials, gases 

from methane or combustible constituents, and sales of specific certificates related to carbon 

offsets. These solutions can be beneficial, should they be able to create revenue, however the 



overall issue is global - not localized, such as municipalities. While some cities go above and 

beyond to reduce their environmental impact, others pull back because the costs are too high. The 

question to society is – how can the impact be accomplished globally if money does not grow on 

trees? 

With the growing population globally, it can only be expected that there are increases in 

‘megacities’ as people move closer to urbanized areas for greater convenience of resources, work, 

and for a higher standard of living. With municipal solid waste management being a difficult issue 

to tackle, research has shown that there have been major improvements since the year of 2000. 

With urban growth increasing, it can be said that the main priorities for waste management are to 

extend the collection to all citizens, protect public health, and preventing environmental damages. 

Developing countries are slowly beginning to adapt to ‘western’ technologies but there are 

challenges faced as local conditions and circumstances vary. Not to mention that developed 

countries also send our manufactured waste to developing countries, meaning that these countries 

have to handle their own waste, in addition to what is being sent there. The process today not only 

looks at the end of the waste stream solutions but is now integrating ways to prevent the waste 

pollution in the first place. The most popular way of diverting this waste from going into the 

landfill is to recycle and reuse the clean components restored from the original material. These 

clean components may have once been pure and raw, which is an attraction to the rich, creating 

some competition for whom can obtain these materials. Waste is clearly very difficult to measure 

because of the losses such as illegal dumping and burning of waste, therefore an estimate of this 

is all that can be considered. Each city must have a custom-made waste management system due 

to factors such as being prone to natural disasters, climate, development, etc. The first step is to 

ensure that the future of waste management can be affordable, safe, and environmentally 

sustainable for all.  

 

 


